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From the Principal, Ron Gonser 

 The issue of recess during the winter months: 

Oh, the weather outside is frightful! So how do we decide whether we send the 

children outside for recess or have indoor recess? This question usually gets asked 

by parents at the beginning of the winter season, or just after the first snowfall. 

The two factors that usually determine when we have outdoor or indoor recess are 

weather conditions and safety conditions. As far as weather conditions are con-

cerned, when it is raining outside, we keep the children inside. When the tempera-

ture is below 20 degrees F. we also have indoor recess. Wind chill conditions will be 

taken into consideration. This is a standard that has been used for a number of 

years. Another weather factor is if we have had a heavy snowfall and the blacktop 

area out back has not been plowed. Very often many children do not have boots at 

school so again we will not have outside recess.  

As far as safety issues are concerned, ice is a huge determining factor. If the black-

top area is too icy, we do not want to risk serious injury. When the field is extreme-

ly muddy, we may keep the children inside as well. Avoiding unnecessary slips and 

falls is the driving reason for any indoor recesses related to safety issues. The deci-

sion about whether we have recess indoors or out is usually made by me. Depend-

ing on the weather on any given day, I check the temperature, inspect the play-

ground and decide what course of action needs to be taken. 

As parents, you need to keep in mind several things. We tend to have outdoor re-

cess more often than not. Recess provides a necessary break for students where 

physical activity and socialization refresh students and help them to be more suc-

cessful in the learning activities that follow a recess break. Do not assume that be-

cause it’s below 20 degrees before school that your child will not have recess out-

doors that day. This is Chicago and weather conditions do change rapidly. You 

should always send your child to school dressed with the assumption that we will 

be going outside. There are times when we do not send the children outside for 

recess for several days in a row. Although one cannot control the weather condi-

tions decisions about recess will be made that are in the best interest of your child 

and his/her safety.  

As always, if you have questions or comments about this or any other issue, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

Ron Gonser, Principal 
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Our student’s are  

burning for learning! 

December 
Dates 

 
12/5 PTO Vendor Fair 
5pm—8pm 
 
12/6 1st Spelling Bee 
Practice 8:00am to 
8:30am 
 
12/14 2nd Practice 
Spelling Bee 3:45—
4:30p.m. 
 
Holiday Shop Days 
12/12—12/15 
Mon—Thurs Hours  
9am—3pm 
 
WINTER SING PARENT 
INVITATION  (SEE PAGE 
12)  
Monday, December 19th 
9:15a.m.  (A.M. Kinder-
garten, 1st, 3rd & Kaiser/
Rudolph’s 5th grade 
1:25p.m. PM Kindergar-
ten, 2nd, 4th & Drew/
Sorenson’s 5th Grade 
classes) 
 
 
Dec. 21st to January 2nd 
Winter Vacation for  
Students 
 
 



In November, students and staff brought in hundreds and 
hundreds of canned and boxed food items for the Tinley Park 
Food Pantry.  Student Council would like to thank everyone who 
participated by bringing in food for their generosity.  During the 
month of December, Student Council will be sponsoring a Winter 
Items drive to benefit families in the Tinley Park area.  Please 
donate new or gently used hats, mittens, or scarves to help others 
stay warm.  As always, thank you for your support for all the 
different Student Council activities throughout the year! 
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This month in Art!  

 

1st Grade – First graders learned about grouping colors by temperature as we painted designs with warm 

and cool colors in different parts of our artwork.  Next we will turn our focus to the element of shape and 

how we can use shapes we know to draw more complicated things (like people)! 

2nd Grade –Second graders are starting their symmetrical masks based on the ceremonial masks used in 

some places in Africa.  We are also going to honor our ancestors with a traditional African drum circle and 

dance. Next, we will focus on portraits and symbolism as students create self portraits inspired by Frida 

Kahlo! 

3rd Grade – Third graders just finished their Georgia O’Keeffe inspired flower drawings.  Students carefully 

observed and drew their subject and used chalk pastels to add color, focusing on complementary and analo-

gous color schemes. Next, we will use our observational skills to draw self-portraits depicting different ex-

pressions! 

4th Grade – Fourth graders are putting the colors into their stained glass windows inspired by Tiffany stained 

glass.  We focused on using our materials carefully and using problem solving skills to figure out how best to 

assemble our work.  Next we are going to explore the intersection of art and geometry, as we explore one-

point perspective! 

5th Grade – Fifth graders just completed the 13 Circles Animal challenge project!  We looked at the Twitter 

logo and at the work of an artist who was inspired by that logo to draw animals using 13 circles.  We talked 

about the field of graphic design and how some people use art to advertise.  We used our knowledge of posi-

tive and negative space to create our own animals using 13 circles.  Next we are going to start designing and 

sketching our 3-d printing projects! 

Notes from Mr. McLaughlin & Mrs. Terdich: Welcome to an exciting (and chilly) new month in Art!   If 

you’re looking for keepsakes, take a look at some of the tee shirts, mugs and other fun gift ideas that can be 

personalized with your student’s art on Artsonia!  A portion of all proceeds comes back to the school to pur-

chase art supplies for our students.  Thank you for everything you do for Fulton artists, and stay warm! 
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Happy Holidays 

 First graders—.   First graders have begun the reading strategy of Creating Images in 

their mind while reading to increase understanding.  This means that when they are reading they are 

picturing in their minds what they can see, hear, smell, touch, taste, and feel with the heart. Continue 

to read nightly with your child and always ask them questions to see if they understand what was 

read. In math we have begun addition.  Your child should be practicing flash cards for speed and accu-

racy.  The students know to put the bigger number in their heads and count on the smaller one.    

Happy Holidays  

 

 Second Grade: In Math we are continuing to have the students learn two types of multi-

digit subtraction: basic subtraction without regrouping and subtraction with regrouping.  The stu-

dents will use base-ten blocks and place-value charts as concrete representation.   

In the area of Literacy we are also continuing to have the students recount stories, including fables 

and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.   We also 

describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.  

We have started Opinion Writing and it will continue for the entire 2nd quarter.   

  

 Third Grade  The third graders will continue to develop their ability to identify text 
evidence in narrative and informational text.  For example, students might be asked to determine 
the main idea of an informational text.  In order to do so, they will be expected to identify text evi-
dence or recount key details and explain how these details support the main idea.  Students might 
be asked to determine the central message in a narrative text.  In order to so, they will be expected 
to identify text evidence or retell key details that support the central message in the story. 

 In math, the third graders will continue to develop strategies to understand the properties of 

multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division.  Students will be using pic-

tures, arrays, and equations to strategically solve multiplication and division problems.  They will 

also develop skills in mathematical organization and structure and be challenged to persevere in 

problem solving.   

 

 Fourth Grade  We can't believe 2016 is coming to a close already!  Even though the year is 
winding down, 4th grade is keeping busy during this month.  In reading we will begin a poetry study.  With 
the help of Miss Chobot we will be reading a variety of poems and studying vocabulary such as theme, line, 
stanza, rhythm, and meter.  Students will be taking a pre and post test to check for understanding.  The end 
of second quarter is still a while away, but please remind your student to work toward their AR goal by 
reading over the long winter break.  Long car rides and freezing temperatures are perfect excuses to find an 
adventure in a book. 
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Fourth Grade : In math 4th grade has been working on a unit on multiplication.  Students have been 

learning about factors, multiples, prime numbers, and composite numbers.  They will learn three strategies 

to multiply longer numbers: the break apart method, the area model, and the all partial method.  It is im-

portant that all students be fluent with their multiplication facts to ensure an easier transition to these 

longer math applications.  Later in the month the whole fourth grade will be working in the multi-purpose 

room to create their own mathematical snowmen. 

 

All aboard!  The fourth grade will soon begin to visit the different regions of the United States.  The first re-

gion students will visit by train is the Northeast.  Tour stops include places like Maine, Boston, New York, 

the Erie Canal, and even Hershey, Pennsylvania.   

In science students have been busy exploring our new science program.  We will be wrapping up 
our first chapter during December.  Learning has focused on how scientists work and how to con-
duct scientific inquiries.  4th graders have enjoyed using the Pearson Realize website that provides 
addition activities for learning. 

 
Happy Holidays from the 4th Grade Team 

5th Grade News 

It is so hard to believe its December already, and we’re well into our 2nd quarter!  We appreci-

ate all the support you are able to give your children when it comes to their school work; especially 

with reading their library books, learning math facts, and preparing for tests. 

 We would like to thank Officer Heim from the Tinley Park Police Department.  Officer Heim 

comes every Tuesday to teach our classes about the DARE decision making model.  DARE stands for D- 

define, A- assess, R-respond, and E-evaluate.  Officer Heim provides the students real world situations 

that call for students to reason and find appropriate responses to handle these situations.  Please ask 

your child what is being talked about in DARE and keep the lines of communication open!  

 In math, we are now focusing on fractions.  We are learning all about like and unlike fractions, 

equivalent fractions, mixed numbers, improper fractions, and adding and subtracting fractions.   

 Our study of American Indians brought us to investigating their unique artifacts.  Students were 

assigned a project in which they had to create their own version of one of the artifacts we studied.  The 

fifth grade teachers are very pleased with the artifacts created by students.  They were very well done!  

Now that we’ve learned about the first Native Americans and their settlements, next we will move on 

and find out what happened when European explorers came to the New World.   

May you have a safe and happy holiday season.  We look forward to a productive and successful 

December!  If your child claims to be bored during winter break, feel free to have them read a book or 

to go to the ixl website to practice fifth grade math and language skills!   
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Notes from the Nurse: 

How to Slow the Spread of Respiratory Illness 
 

Making healthy choices at school and home can help prevent the spread of ill-
ness this winter. Students, staff and parents can take the following everyday pre-
ventive actions to minimize respiratory illnesses like influenza (“the flu”), and the 
common cold. 
 
 * Stay at home when you are sick 
 * Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or               
    sneeze. 
 * Wash you hands often with soap & water, or use hand sanitizer 
 * Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth 
 * Clean and disinfect surfaces or objects often 

 
Parents, please remember to list your child’s symptoms when you leave a mes-
sage on the absentee line.  It helps us keep track of trends throughout the win-
ter. 

Important Notice for Parents of 5th Graders 
 
 Each year as part of the Health/Science curriculum, our 5th graders attend the 
Robert Crown Center for Health in Hinsdale to participate in a program entitled 
“Life Begins” which introduces such topics as human reproduction, puberty and 
growth and development. This year Fulton students will be visiting the Robert 
Crown Center on Monday, February 27th. More details will be sent in January. 
 

Vision & Hearing Screening 
 
Vision and hearing screening of the mandated grades and groups has been com-
pleted. If your child received a vision referral,  please make an appointment with 
an eye doctor at your earliest convenience and return  the report to the health 
office so we can follow through with the doctor’s recommendations. Referrals 
were sent home in November in student’s Friday folders. 
 
If your child already wears glasses, but no current vision report is on file at 
school, then you will soon receive a reminder notice asking that your child be 
taken to the eye doctor so we can update our files, and again, be certain we are 
following through with the eye doctor’s recommendations. Please call the health 
office if you have any questions. 
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SPELLING BEE 

Grades 3 through 5 

 

First Practice:   Tuesday, December 6th    8:00—8:30a.m. 

Second Practice:   Wednesday, December 14th 3:35—4:30p.m. 

Fulton School Spelling Bee: Monday, December 19th  3:45 approx. to 4:45p.m. 

 

  **STUDENT PICK-UP FOR ALL SESSIONS WILL BE AT FULTON’S FRONT ENTRANCE** 

 

 Students are required to attend a minimum of one practice session before taking part in the 

Spelling Bee. The 1st & 2nd place spellers from the Fulton School Spelling Bee will move on to Dis-

trict 146 Spelling Bee, which will be January 11th @ 6:00p.m. at Central Middle School. You can 

check out spelling tips at www.spellingbee.com. 
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Dear Families,                                                          

Great news, our school has a Newsela PRO subscription! Newsela curates the most relevant and 
interesting nonfiction content, including daily news articles, famous speeches, primary sources, 
and biographies. Every article is written at 5 different reading levels, making it easy for an entire 
class to read the same content at a level that’s just right for each reader.  

 

With Newsela PRO, classroom teachers and administrators are able to check for understanding 
with quizzes and customizable writing prompts. Readers can also monitor their own progress 
and performance on Newsela.  

 

Here are some ways you can get involved:  

 

Sign up for a Parent account to assign articles to your reader. Visit  www.newsela.com to 
register. For instructions on how to sign up check out our Quick Start Guide for Parents.  

 

Download the Newsela iOS application to take your Newsela browser experience on to any 
iOS device. This gives you access to our entire library online or offline. 

  

Read articles together. Discuss current events, ask questions, and make connections. 
Encouraging your reader to choose topics of interest helps strengthen their love for 
reading and learning.  

 
Your reader can sign in to Newsela anytime by visiting www.newsela.com/signin:  

 
Newsela Username:  

 

Newsela Password:     Page 8 

  

http://www.newsela.com
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Estimados padres de familia,                                                                                 

 

¡Les tenemos buenas noticias: ahora nuestra escuela tiene una suscripción con Newsela PRO! Newsela se-

lecciona y organiza textos de lectura de la vida real con contenidos de sumo interés e importancia. Estos 

incluyen artículos de noticias publicados diariamente, discursos famosos, escritos con material de primera 

mano y biografías. Cada texto aparece escrito en 5 niveles de lectura diferentes, lo que facilita que todo un 

salón de clase pueda leer el mismo contenido pero en el nivel que le resulte más apropiado a cada lector. 

 

Con NewselaPRO los maestros y directores pueden evaluar el nivel de comprensión de los estudiantes me-

diante evaluaciones y temas para desarrollar escritos que se pueden personalizar. Los mismos alumnos 

pueden monitorizar su propio progreso y desempeño en Newsela. 

Estos son algunos de los pasos a seguir para participar: 

Abra una cuenta como padre de familia para poder asignarle artículos a su lector. Visite 

www.newsela.com para registrarse. Podrá encontrar las instrucciones para hacerlo bajo el título: Quick 

Start Guide for Parents (Cómo comenzar: breve instructivo para los padres de familia). 

 

Descargue la aplicación de Newsela iOS para poder navegar en Newsela desde cualquier dispositivo iOS. 

Esto le permitirá tener acceso a la totalidad de los contenidos de nuestra biblioteca con o sin conexión. 

 

Lea los artículos junto con sus hijos. Debata con ellos los temas de actualidad, pregunte y establezca un 

vínculo con ellos. El motivar a sus hijos a elegir los temas que les interesan contribuye a reforzar en ellos el 

gusto por la lectura y por el aprendizaje. 

Su lector puede ingresar a Newsela en todo momento con tan solo visitar www.newsela.com/signin: 

 

“Newsela Username”:  

 

“Newsela Password”:     Page 9   
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BREAKFAST 

MENU  



  

 

  
LUNCH 

  MENU  
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